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UNTIED STATE 

WORKING GROUP ON INDIGENOUS PEOPLES [20"" Session] 
Geneva, July 22-26,2002 

Agenda Item 4(a) "The Working Group arid Indigenous Peoples: achievements; in the United 
Nations System and a vision for the future." 

Thank you very much, Mr. Chairperson. In 1977, we were participants in the re-newed initiative 
by leaders Of the Indigenous Nations to have a voice within the United Nations system. We have 
continued to be involved and take this opportunity now to thank you, and through you, Mr. 
Chairman, the Members of the Working Group, State Members, Secretariat of O.H.C.H.R. , 
volunteers, and representatives of Indigenous Peoples. You have all been true warriors for the 
promotion, protection and enhancement of the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. At the outset, I also 
want to remember all those who have gone to the spirit world and those who could not be here for 
this important 20* Session. 

In the words of one of our Cree Elders, "We must look back where we came from yesterday know 
where we are today if we are to know where we are going tomorrow," In that spirit, it is 
important to look back over the past 20 years on the Indigenous Peoples' achievements in the 
United Nations system. The record begins with problems of access to the United Nations to success 
with the recent establishment and first session of the United Nations Permanent Forum. There 
have been several workshops and seminars. Special Rapporteurs with special studies on a number 
of important themes. I will not dwell on the achievements except to say we have come a long way. 
this will be more detailed on the Indigenous Caucus Statement that will be presented. 

1. U.N. Workshop Report 

With your permission Sir, I would like to submit a report as Chairperson Rapporteur on the U.N. 
Workshop on Private Sector Natural Resources, Mining, Energy and Human Rights. This was a 
specific recommendation of the Workshop which you attended and which was also attended by 
Her Excellency the High Commissioner for Human Rights Mary Robinson. I have also presented 
it to the I.W.G.D.D., W.C.S.F., and the U.N.P.F.1. The second report I would like to submit as it 
addresses more specially the request of Mr. Yokota, esteemed expert member of this W-GXP. is 
the U.N.P.F.1 Report. 



2. U-N.F.F.r Session Report 

The U.N.P.F. Report will be presented on Wednesday in New York to E.CO.S.O.C.'s Substantive 
Session. In fact, that is the reason I asked for the floor now because of travel arrangements, I have 
to be in New York tomorrow. In Chapter 1 - Decisions and Recommendations by consensus of the 
U.N.P.F. Members. Under the new rules of E.GO.S.O.C , this will be the report that will be 
presented to E.CO.S.O.C. 

Chapter 2 is the Summary Record, We have asked for special consideration to permit us to present 
it in total, however, I understand it may only be available as a C.R.P. in English only. The Annex 
includes proposals for future work, by observers at the first session, as many very good proposals 
were presented. 

The highlight for me were the addresses by Deputy Secretary General, High Commissioner for 
Human Rights, President of E.C.O.S.O.C , former W.G.I.P. Chairperson [Madame Daes] and 
Secretary General Kofi Annan. We have now been welcomed as Indigenous Peoples into the 
United Nations family. 

3. Working Group on Indigenous Peoples 

To Mr. Yokota's interest, for which I thank him, there is a specific recommendation on our working 
relationships; Paragraph B.3 on Human Rights sub-para. <iii), calls on a joint meeting, a technical 
seminar of the W.G.I.P., Special Rapporteur, U.N.P.F. Members to clarify our roles, mandates and 
responsibilities, to not only avoid duplication but to develop a meaningful working relationship. 
Allow me also to thank Mrs. Stephanie Grant for her encouraging remarks on the U.N-P.F. 1" 
Session. 

As a separate matter but specific to W.G.I.P., our delegation [I.O.I.R.D.] has stated to the 
Substantive Session of E.C.O.S.O.C., the establishment of a U.N.P.B, is not a trade off... we have 
argued both can co-exist and continue work on respective and different mandates. On a personal 
opinion, on the W.G.LP-, we must build on successes. You do not terminate something like the 
W.G.I.P. because i f s successful, you build on the strengths and continue. 

4. Future Visions 

Lastly, since this is my only opportunity to address the Agenda Item, let me state: On the future 
visions, I see Indigenous Peoples recognized with the full Right of Self Determination so that we 
can continue to contribute to humankind. I see our Treaties being honoured and respected. I see 
us working collectively , the W.G.I.P., the Special Rapporteur and the U.N.F.F., as a true 
"partnership in action" for the protection and promotion of the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. 
Thank you. 

Mr. Wilton Littlechild, I.P.C. 


